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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time maybe available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )IEI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 27 August 2010 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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Art Unit: 2622 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 08/27/2010 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or 
on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Jin (US Patent # 
5,659,361). 

[Claim 1] 

Jin teaches an image pickup apparatus comprising: imaging means (camcorder shown in figures 
3a and 3b would inherently have some kind of image sensor) for forming a video signal of a 
subject according to a light inputted from a lens device (objective lens 3, col. 3 lines 54-58); 

an image pickup apparatus body (1) which houses said imaging means and includes a 
handle (figure 8c shows a handle), the handle having a long axis and a short axis, the long axis 
extending in a direction approximately parallel with a light axis direction of a lens system of said 
lens device and the handle being provided on an upper portion of the image pickup apparatus 
body (see figure 8c); and 
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a first display device (2) for displaying a video picture according to said video signal, 
said first display device provided on a front portion in said light axis direction of said handle 
such that a posture of the first display device can be changed (col. 4 lines 15-19). 
[Claim 2] 

Jin teaches wherein said first display device includes a flat planar monitor (see figure 3a) and a 
turning support mechanism (figure 3b) to support said planar monitor on said image pickup 
apparatus body freely rotatably and said planar monitor is turnable by up to approximately 180 
degrees by a turn of said turning support mechanism (see figures 4a-6b). 
[Claim 3] 

Jin teaches wherein said planar monitor performs a reversing operation by the turn of said 
turning support mechanism (col. 3 lines 64-col. 4 linel5, figure 3b), either of a display surface of 
the planar monitor and a non-display surface of an opposite side of the planar monitor is 
selectively arranged in a housing position of said planar monitor (see figures 3a -4b), said planar 
monitor includes a flat housing (col. 3 lines 59-63), a first main face (figure 4b shows 2' which is 
the main screen) of said flat housing is provided with the display surface of said planar monitor, 
and a second main face which is on the opposite side of said first main face is the non-display 
surface (the back surface shown in figure 8b has no screen). 
[Claim 4] 

Jin teaches wherein a display surface of said first display device is provided such that a front 
portion of the display surface, in said light axis direction, is heightened and declines rearward, in 
said light axis direction, (see figures 4a-5b). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 8, 10, 17 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Jin (US Patent # 5,659,361) in view of Seo (US Patent # 5,801,774). 

[Claim 8] 

Jin fails to teach a second display device is provided rearward said handle of said image pickup 
apparatus body in said light axis direction and approximately on a same axis as said handle and 
said second display device includes a viewfinder wherein a second display device is provided 
rearward said handle of said image pickup apparatus body in said light axis direction and 
approximately on a same axis as said handle and said second display device includes a 
viewfinder. However Seo teaches a second display device (view finder 12, figure 5) is provided 
rearward said handle (38) of said image pickup apparatus body in said light axis direction and 
approximately on a same axis as said handle and said second display device includes a 
viewfinder (col. 2 lines 66-67). Therefore taking the combined teachings of Jin and Seo, it would 
be obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to have been motivated to have a 
second display device is provided rearward said handle of said image pickup apparatus body in 
said light axis direction and approximately on a same axis as said handle and said second display 
device includes a viewfinder wherein a second display device is provided rearward said handle 
of said image pickup apparatus body in said light axis direction and approximately on a same 
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axis as said handle and said second display device includes a viewfinder so that the user can 
more easily picture a desired object at a desired different angle. 
[Claim 10] 

Seo teaches wherein the light axis of said viewfinder (12) and the light axis of said lens system 
of said image pickup apparatus body are arranged by a predetermined distance and said 
viewfinder is arranged in an upper portion apart from said image pickup apparatus body (see 
figure 5). 
[Claim 17] 

Jin teaches an image pickup apparatus comprising: imaging means (camcorder shown in figures 
3a and 3b would inherently have some kind of image sensor) for forming a video signal of a 
subject according to a light inputted from a lens device (objective lens 3, col. 3 lines 54-58); 

an image pickup apparatus body (1) which houses said imaging means and includes a 
handle (figure 8c shows a handle), the handle having a long axis and a short axis, the long axis 
extending in a direction approximately parallel with a light axis direction of a lens system of said 
lens device and the handle being provided on an upper portion of the image pickup apparatus 
body (see figure 8c); and 

a first display device (2) for displaying a video picture according to said video signal, 
said first display device provided on a front portion in said light axis direction of said handle 
such that a posture of the first display device can be changed (col. 4 lines 15-19). 
Jin fails to teach a second display device provided on a rear portion, in said light axis direction of 
said handle such that a posture of the second display device can be changed. However Seo 
teaches second display device (12) provided on a rear portion, in said light axis direction of said 
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handle such that a posture of the second display device can be changed (see figures 5 and 6, col. 
2 lines 66-67 teaches that the second viewfinder 12 is tiltably disposed). Therefore taking the 
combined teachings of Jin and Seo, it would be obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the 
invention to have been motivated to have a second display device provided on a rear portion, in 
said light axis direction of said handle such that a posture of the second display device can be 
changed so that the user can more easily picture a desired object at a 
[Claim 20] 

Seo teaches wherein on the rear portion of said handle, the second display device (view finder 
12, figure 5) is provided rearward said handle ( 1 8) of said image pickup apparatus body and 
approximately on the same axis of said handle and said second display device includes a 
viewfinder (col. 2 lines 66-67). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Jin (US Patent # 
5,659,361), Seo (US Patent # 5,801,774) and further in view of Kamamoto et al. (US Patent # 
5,982,429). 

[Claim 11] 

Jin in view of Seo fails to teach wherein a concave space is provided between an upper portion of 
a battery housing portion provided on a back face of said image pickup apparatus body and said 
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image pickup apparatus body and it is constituted such that the battery is detachable by being 
unlocked. However Kamamoto teaches a battery 5 located a concave space is provided between 
an upper portion of a battery housing portion provided on a back face of said image pickup 
apparatus body and said image pickup apparatus body and it is constituted such that the battery is 
detachable by being unlocked (figure 1). Therefore taking the combined teachings of Jin, Seo 
and Kamamoto, it would be obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to have 
been motivated to have a concave space is provided between an upper portion of a battery 
housing portion provided on a back face of said image pickup apparatus body and said image 
pickup apparatus body and it is constituted such that the battery is detachable by being unlocked 
in order for the user to easily remove the battery. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
8. Claims 5-7, 9, 12-16, 18 and 19 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to YOGESH K. AGGARWAL whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7360. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00AM-5:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sinh Tran can be reached on (571)-272-7564. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Yogesh K Aggarwal/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2622 



